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870-X-2-.01 Exemptions. Nothing in these rules and regulations or the current law shall be
construed as preventing or restricting:

(a) Physicians or surgeons or persons under their supervision from engaging in the
examining, testing and diagnosing of speech and auditory disorders in this state;

(b) A licensed hearing aid fitter and seller (dealer) from engaging in the practice of
fitting, testing and selling hearing aids in this state;

(c) Any person licensed in this state by any other law from engaging in the profession
or occupation for which that person is licensed;

(d)  The activities and services of a person who holds a valid and current credential as
a speech and/or hearing specialist issued by the Department of Education of this state, or a
person who is employed as a speech-language pathologist or audiologist by the Government of
the United States, if such person performs speech-language pathology and audiology services
solely within the confines or under the jurisdiction of the organization by which he/she is
employed. This provision does not exempt persons who perform speech-language pathology and
audiology services outside the confines or
jurisdiction of the Department of Education of this state or the Government of the United States.
Such persons may, without obtaining a license under this Act, consult with or
disseminate his/her research findings and other scientific information to speech-language
pathologists and/or audiologists outside the jurisdiction of the organization by which he/she is
employed. Such persons may also offer lectures to the public for a fee, monetary or other,
without being licensed under this act. Such persons may additionally elect to be subject to and
licensed under this provision of this Act;

(e) Persons designated as an intern, trainee, or other such title, who are pursuing a
course of study and/or training in speech-language pathology and/or audiology at a college or
university. Such activities and services must be part of a supervised course of study and/or
training at that institution or its cooperative programs approved by the University;

® The activities and services of a person fulfilling the Clinical Fellowship or Fourth-
Year Internship if such person is registered as a clinical fellow with the Board;

(g)  Anunlicensed speech-language pathologist or audiologist, who resides in another
state if:

1. The person meets the qualifications and requirements for application for
licensure described herein; and

2. Services are performed for no more than seven days in any calendar year;
and

3. Services are performed in cooperation with a speech-language pathologist
or audiologist licensed by the Board;

(h) A licensed speech-language pathologist or audiologist, who resides in another
state and who is not licensed by the Board, may perform speech-language pathology or
audiology services in this state provided:



1. The person is licensed under the laws of another state that has established
licensure requirements at least equivalent to those established by the State of Alabama, or who
holds a Certificate of Clinical Competence in speech-language pathology or audiology from the
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, or its equivalent; and

2. Services are performed for no more than 30 days in any calendar year; and

3. Services are performed in cooperation with a speech language pathologist
or audiologist licensed by the Board.

4. In light of the emerging COVID-19 crisis and the need for consumers to
continue to receive speech-language pathology and audiology services, the Alabama Board of
Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology (ABESPA) has implemented a
temporary change to the 30-Day Practice Exemption for out-of-state licensees that is provided in
Section 870-X-2-.01(h) of the ABESPA Rules and Regulations. Per this emergency provision,
the 30-Day Practice Exemption rule may be extended as needed. at the discretion of ABESPA, to

accommodate the practicing issues that arose from the COVID-19 crisis. All other requirements
of Section 8§70-X-2-.01(h) remain in force.

For application of the 30-Day Practice Exemption extension. the out-of-state licensee must
submit a continuation of service request form outlining the reason for the extension at the end of
each 30-Day Period of practice. The 30-Day Practice Exemption emergency rule is effective
immediately and will remain in force through the end of any State of Alabama Government
orders issued to address the COVID-19 crisis but will not exceed 120 days from the date of this
emergency order, whichever comes first.

Because of the continued COVID-19 crisis, this emergency rule is continued until further notice.
The rule is continued because ABESPA could not have anticipated the ongoing COVID-19

crisis.

@) Any practitioner seeking an exemption under paragraphs (g) or (h) must
notify the Board.

{)] Any practitioner who does not meet the exemptions stated above must hold an
Alabama license. This shall be required for all individuals providing services for consumers in
Alabama via in-office practice as well as telepractice or any other electronic means.
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